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Hanukkah “competes” with the Christmas
holiday. And while there is a good chance
that | may have used parts of this month’s
message before, | felt it was one worth
repeating because it is such an ongoing
theme!

It is the in the month of December that we
often feel more Jewish than at any other
time of the year. Not because of what we
see around us, but what we do not,
especially here in New Hampshire.
Everywhere we go, we see, hear and feel
the spirit of Christmas and quickly realize
that we are not part of this massive
holiday campaign! It has been said that
we should fight these feelings of
exclusion with a pride in what WE are, but
often with younger children especially, it
becomes difficult! As parents, we can help
by going into the school to share our
holiday with others!

We can take great pride in the fact that we
are used to adversity, for without adversity
there would be no Jews! If Antiochus IV
had not forbidden the observance of
Shabbat, it may very well have died of its
own accord.

Our history teaches us that we are not a
people left out, but rather an “Am Kadosh”,
a people set apart. As we light our
Hanukkah candles this season, let us
rededicate ourselves to discovering the
richness of our heritage; let us rekindle
our pride by reading Jewish books and
immersing ourselves in a Jewish way of
life; let us start or continue our own

holiday traditions which will make this
holiday season one of our own to pass on
to our children and grandchildren so that
in the future they too, will remember
December as Hanukkah!

As this year draws to an end, on behalf of
the Sisterhood board, and my family, |
wish everyone a wonderful Hanukkah and
a healthy and Happy New Year!

E-Mail Update

We are trying to get the email list updated so
that Sisterhood can use it to contact members
with the Weekly Sisterhood News and
information. You can either email me at
tbasisthood@hotmail.com with your name and
email address, or make sure it is on your dues
payment slip. | think this will be a great way for

us to stay in touch.
B’Shalom,

Barbara

v

January Bulletin Deadline
We are doing some incredible things in
our neighborhood and communities.
Let’s be sure and get the word out!
Please submit your articles by
December 16th.

llene Wilson
528 Wellman Avenue
North Chelmsford, MA 01863
978-251-0584
email: ilenecm@comcast.net

v
Flower Fund

Chanukah In memory of the yahrzeit of her
mother, Hattie Porter - by Arlene Levenson
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Oneg/Kiddush Sponsors

Sponsoring an Oneg or Kiddush is a great way
to honor or commemorate a loved

one. The cost to do this through Sisterhood is
$54.00. Thank you to our recent sponsors:

October 1 - Sara and Sam Brest in memory of
Sara's mother, Esther Cohen

October 8 - Sara and Sam Brest for Diana
Brest's special birthday along with Ruth and
Mike Harris in honor of the upcoming wedding
of their son, Baruch

November 26 - Beth and Terence Watterson in
honor of the naming of their daughter, Jodie

December 23 - Arlene Levenson for Hanukkah
~—~—F—""

TBA Sisterhood provided several students with
scholarships for summer programs in Israel.
Elly Zeira spoke about her trip at the Paid-Up

Sisterhood dinner. In this issue, Juliann
Hazard shares her experience in Israel.

*k*

The Summer of A Lifetime
By Juliann Hazard

I never would have thought that | would grow
to love something that | once hated so much.
My first year, everyone around me was crazy
about being there, and | just could not wait to
get home. When | did get home, | did not have
the heart to tell my parents that they had
wasted their money and never wanted to go
back; so | agreed to go for another year. As the
years progressed, | became more outgoing,
and got to be great friends with everyone
there. Towards the end of my last summer at
Camp Young Judaea as a camper, fifty-eight of
my best friends and | began to look forward to
our trip to Israel together. When the time came
for our twelve-hour plane ride to the Ben
Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, we were all beyond
excited.

The landing in Israel brought tears to my eyes. |

was not only spending the summer with my
best friends; but | was in a country that | had
had a connection to since birth. When | took my
first step out of the airport, | remembered
something a Rabbi had said to me before | left:
"Just breathing the air of Jerusalem will make a
man wiser." The quote reminded me of what a
great opportunity | had been given. The
Western Wall, our first destination, is the most
religious site for the Jewish people. The
atmosphere at the wall made me feel more
connected to my religion than | have ever felt
before.

We spent the next week at different religious
sites, and at what seemed like millions of
museums in the old city of Jerusalem. The first
few museums were about the second temple's
destruction. | had learned about it before, but
somehow, seeing and touching the place
where the first Jewish tragedy took place,
helped my understanding of it. Being in Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial Museum put a
picture of the Holocaust in my mind that | will
never forget. The Israeli soldiers that were
always surrounding us, and the seminars
about the war gave me a better idea of what is
going on in the Middle East right now.

After the week of museums and religious sites
we were joined by a group of Israeli teenagers
who were about our age. It was fascinating to
talk to them about everyday things such as
music, television, and sports. It is amazing how
much knowledge they have about American
culture compared to how little we know about
Israeli culture. It was also strange knowing that
they're teenagers, who were just like us and
were going into the army in just two years,
when we would be going into college. By the
time the end of the trip came, and we were
boarding the plane for our second twelve-hour
plane ride, we had all become attached to this
incredible country. Israel has now become a
part of my life that will never be never be
forgotten. Those six weeks of my life will
always be remembered as the best, and most
life changing summer of my life.

-
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TBA Sisterhood Cooking Series
presents

Israeli Cooking

Sunday, December 18th
10am - 12:30pm

Ruth and Michael Harris will be preparing
homemade hummus and other Israeli delicacies.
The class will include a hands-on cooking
demonstration.

Light refreshments will be served.

Drop off the children at Sunday school and
come join us!
Please RSVP by December 11" to llene
Wilson (978-251-0584).

——

Scrapbooking Program Update

There has been significant interest in the
scrapbooking programs that we are offering.
Many women expressed interest in meeting
more frequently so that we can stay on track
with projects and holiday gifts. So while we
will continue to hold training workshops every
other month, we will also be gathering for
informal scrapbooking sessions every Monday
from 6:30pm — 9:30pm at Temple Beth
Abraham.

—
Save the Date!
Scrapbooking Workshop ]|
Thursday, February 9 n
6:30pm — 9:30pm
Temple Beth Abraham

This class is open to all skill levels - from
beginner to advanced. The event will
begin at 6:30pm at the Temple. Bring
your current projects or create new ones
in these workshops. There is a $5 class
fee.

Creative Memories Director, Dianne Eib, will be
on-site to assist to lead the workshop.
Please RSVP to llene Wilson by January 31°

O

Temple Beth Abraham Sisterhood
Membership Dues Invoice

Please complete this form:

Name

Street

City State Zip
Code Tel.#

Email
__Birthday (month/day only)

$25.00 Annual Dues 2005 - 2006

Additional Donations to TBA Sisterhood Fund

College Outreach
Oneg/Kiddush Sponsorship

$

$

$ Flower Fund
$  Torah Fund
$ Golden Book
$ Simcha Club
$ Mitzvah Fund

Child’s name/birthday

$ TOTAL

Are you a new member? __ Yes No

Please mail this form with your check made
payable to: Temple Beth Abraham Sisterhood
C/o Kathy Eisenberg

90 Turkey Hill Road, Merrimack, NH 03054

If you have any questions, please call Kathy
Eisenberg, Financial Secretary, 424-4466.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

~~———"
Manchester Chapter of Hadassah

Concord, Manchester and Nashua Chapters
will join together December 11, to visit the
exhibit, “From Haven to Home.” This exhibit,
sponsored by the Library of Congress,
celebrates 350 years of Jewish life in America.
It is at the Moakley Courthouse in Boston.
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Bus pick up will be at 9:15 am at the Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire, 698 Beech St.,
Manchester. The bus will then proceed to
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua for pick up at
9:45 am. Our tour at the Courthouse begins
promptly at 11 am, and should take about one
hour.

Plan to spend an additional 2 hours shopping
and dining at nearby Faneuil Hall. The bus will
leave for our return trip to Nashua and
Manchester at 2:30 pm.

Cost for the bus trip: $18 per person.
Check payable to Hadassah
Admission to the exhibit is free.
Seating is limited, so rsvp promptly!

Send your name and check to :
Linda Baer

9 Columbine Dr.

Nashua, NH 03063

——

Sisterhood Shabbat
Saturday, January 21st

Parts are available in both English (E) and
Hebrew (H). A complete copy of the Saturday
morning service is posted below. Please
contact Merle Carrus (603) 465-7007 to
reserve your role today.

=

SATURDAY MORNING SERVICE (Rev E)

Page EH Prayer
63 E (Middle) English
65 H Brokhot Ha-Shakhor

Congregation begins

83 H Psukei De-Zimra......
(Borukh She-Amar)

83 H Ya' chid

83 E (Bottom)

87 E (Top) (responsive)

87 H Torat Adonai (12th line)

92 H Ki L’olam.

100
100

104

Page
104

104
105

105
105
105
105
105
106
106

106
107
107
108
109
110
110
110
110
110
111
111
112
113
113
113

113
114
114
114
114

E
H
E
EH
H
E
H

ITITITITIIXI
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115b-122

117
120

138
139

H
H

H

(Middle) Psalm 150 English

(7 lines up from the bottom)
Ha L’loohoo B'tsil-tslay
(Middle) English (responsive)

Prayer
(Top) Shakharit
(Nishmat Kol-Khai)
(Bottom) last paragraph
(3 lines up from the end of the
1st paragraph)
N’halaykha
Hohayl
(Middle) Shokhain Ad
(Middle) B'fee
(Bottom) Oo v'makihalot
(Bottom) Sheh cain
(Top) Yishtabakh/Brochot
Middle Hatzi Kaddish (rise)
(Slow Tune)
Up to open Ark Doors
Borokhu / Borukh /
(Bottom) Ayn khehrkkha
(Top) Ayl Adon.
Middle Titborach
(Top) Titborach
(Top) V'choolom
(Middle) V’choolom
(Middle) V’ha’ohphanim
(Bottom) Or Chadash
(Top) Ahavah Rabbah
(Bottom) Va’haveeinu
Shema & V’ahavtah
Va-Yomer
Lmaan (6th line)
(Middle) L'dor v'dor
(5th line)
(Bottom) Emet Sheattah
(Top) Ezrat Avoteinu
(Top) 5th line - Emet
(Middle) Thilot
(Bottom) Mi Khamokha
Shirah
Tzur
Amidah
Kedushah
2nd par. Vshamru
Oseh Shalom
(1 _lines up from bottom)
Kaddish Shalem
(Fast Tune, 3 Steps Back & Bow)
Torah Service
Eyn Kamokha
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139 E (Bottom) Ruler of the.&.
140 Bay Anah
141 Shema.
148 H (Top) Ya-kum
Hatzi Kaddish

148 H (Middle) Mi Shebeirakh..(Rabbi)
149 E Prayer For Israel
151 H Ashrei

Carrying the Torah
153 H Y’halleluh
153 H Mizmor L’Dovid
154 H (Top) Oo v’'nucho Yomar
154 H (Bottom) Ki Lekakh /Ayts
155 H Hatzi Kaddish (Barbara Lester)

(Slow Tune)
156b-165 Amidah

Kedushah

Sim Shalom
159 H (Top) Yismakhu
181 H Kaddish Shalem

(Fast Tune, 3 Steps Back & Bow)
182 H Ayn Kalohenu
183 Close Ark Doors
183 H Aleynu / Ka-kahtoov
184 H Mourner’s Kaddish (Rabbi)
187 H Adon Olam

~~—F—

Chanukah Post Sept. 11th
by Rebbetzin Feige Twerski

Regardless of the insecurity,
unpredictability, and appearance of
hopelessness, as Jews we need to leave
tomorrow to God.

With Chanukah arriving post September 11th, in
addition to the tradition and poignant memories
of the past, | will be seeking perspective and
inspiration.

The theme of the holiday is light, a theme which
occupies a prominent place in Jewish thought
and practice. In addition to the Chanukah lights,
Jews kindle Sabbath candles, Yom Tov
candles, and the Yahrzeit candles to remember
a departed soul. Indeed we are taught that
creation of the world began with God's
pronouncement, "Let there be light." Our sages
teach us that the flame of God is the soul of
man. We are further advised that a little bit of
light banishes a lot of darkness, and that it
takes only one small flame to kindle many
others.

The story of Chanukah commemorates the
Jews triumphant retrieval of the Holy Temple
from the Hellenists. In meeting our ritual
responsibility to light the candelabra the Jews
found that there was only enough pure oil to
burn for one day. And, as is so characteristic
of our people, we did not focus on how we
would manage tomorrow, or what the next day
would bring. We did what that moment called
for! Miraculously the one-day supply burned for
eight days by which time new pure oil could be
pressed.

This serves as great instruction and inspiration
for me. It says to me that regardless of the
prevailing and depressing climate of darkness
surrounding us, we need to celebrate the joys
of every day and invest our moments
meaningfully. We need to spend more time with
our families and friends. Even if the brightness
of the candelabra of our existence appears to
be diminished, we need to access even the
smallest bit of available light. Regardless of the
insecurity, unpredictability, and appearance of
hopelessness, nonetheless, we as Jews need
to do what we have always done, and that is
leave tomorrow to God.

| am struck by another value highlighted in the
story of Chanukah. The miracle of Chanukah
included great military victories. The small
Jewish army triumphed against the mighty
Hellenist forces; the few vanquished the many.
It is certainly a historically noteworthy fact, but
typically not the focus of our celebration during
this holiday. Wars and bloodshed have always
been abhorrent to the Jewish people, resorted
to only in defense and even then viewed as a
necessary evil. We are the people of the book,
not the sword. War and killing violates our
essence and even when, as in the story of
Chanukah it was unavoidable, for us Jews it is
not worthy of commemoration or celebration.
Consistent with this value, on Chanukah, we
don't have military parades or testimonials to
war heroes. In the current idiom, Golda Mier
expressed it well. She said, "We may someday
forgive our enemies for killing our boys but we
will never forgive them for making our boys into
killers."

Eli Wiesel once noted that upon the liberation of
his death camp at the conclusion of World War
II, many of the non-Jewish inmates of the camp
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celebrated their first moment of freedom by
pillaging neighboring villages, thus taking
revenge and settling the score with their
oppressors. In stark contrast, the first act of
freedom for Jews of the camp was to convene
a minyan, (a quorum) for a prayer service.

Jews all over the world will light candles --
candles against the night and the darkness --
and we will pray. We will pray that death and
killing will cease to be part of the human
experience. We will pray that the illumination of
the Chanukah flames will spread to the four
corners of the world bringing clarity, Torah
values, God's wisdom, kindness, and
compassion to fill the hearts, souls, and lives of
all people on earth.

Happy Chanukah.
Chanukah Links

AISH-
http://www.aish.com/holidays/Chanuk
ah/default.asp

Chabad - Virtual Chanukah
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah

[default.asp

Aklah — Jewish Children’s Learning
network
http://www.akhlah.com/holidays/hanukka
h/hanukkah.php

Chanukah Recipes -
http://allrecipes.com/advice/coll/entertain/
features/hanukkah.asp

Torah Tots — Chanukah
http://www.torahtots.com/holidays/chanu
ka/chanuk.htm

——

Understanding the Middle East Conflict
December 19" at 7pm
698 Beech Street, Manchester

Reservations would be appreciated to
603-627-7679

As part of the Jewish Federation’s
monthly Israel series discussion on
Modern History, Culture, and Politics, Tal

Ben-Shahar will be presenting “ Understanding
the Middle East Conflict.” Tal Ben-Shahar is an
international management consultant and
veteran of

the Israeli army. Mr. Ben-Shahar is an expert on
Israeli history and debating e conflict in the
Middle East. The author of three books, most
recently A Clash of Values: The Struggle for
Universal Freedom, Ben-Shahar calls for liberal
reform in the Middle East. Emphasizing
principles and philosophy, Ben-Shahar leads
courses on how to understand the Middle East
conflict, how to defend Israel in debates, and
how to advance peace and justice in the Middle
East by spreading civil society to a region that
needs it.

~~—F—"
RUMMAGE SALE WRAP-UP

The Rummage Sale was a great success. With
the largest number of customers ever, we sold
a great deal to appreciative customers,
delivered quantities of clothes to area
agencies, enjoyed delicious and beautifully
prepared lunches, and had fun with old and
new friends.

Thank you to all who helped complete the
mailing of advertisements, brought donations to
the sale, shopped and cooked lunch, sorted-
displayed-and sold items, and the Hebrew
School parents who delivered unsold items to
area agencies.

Because we all collect no longer needed items
on an on-going basis, please note:

1. SEPARATE SUMMER AND WINTER
CLOTHING. DONATE ONLY CLEAN,
UNSTAINED, WEARABLE CLOTHES.

Shoppers do not purchase out-of-season
clothing and area agencies have no storage
space for out-of-season garments. For
example, only summer clothes will be accepted
for the Spring Rummage Sale.

2.NO TEXTBOOKS.

3. NO FOOTWEAR . Paired shoes, etc. will be
happily accepted at the TOLLES STREET
MISSION: 52 Whitney St., Nashua: From Main
St. in Nashua, turn at the Duncan Donuts to
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Canal St., pass the gas station on the right, turn
left on Chandler St. before the BAE Building,
turn left on Whitney, and the Mission is on your
right. Knock on the side door, Tues., Wed.,
Thurs. 10:-11:55. 880-4984.

UPPER ROOM COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES:
Follow above directions and see the Upper
Room on the next corner at Tolles St. and
Whitney St. Tues., Wed., and Thurs., 10-11:30,
and 12:30- 3:45. 595-2039.

NASHUA CHILDREN'S HOME: 125 Amherst St.
near where Broad St. and Amherst meet.
Mon.-Fri. 9AM-8PM. 883-3851.

We can all take pride in the money we raised to
help Sisterhood make so many of its
worthwhile projects possible. For instance,
three generous checks were given at the
September Sisterhood Dinner to Bridges
(formerly the Rape and Assault Center), The
Greater Nashua Interfaith Hospitality Network,
and the Nashua Youth Council.

Thanks for all the help, and as always, for
many people and for many reasons, Rummage
is an inordinate amount of fun!!!!

Ricki Klopfer

——

JEWISH FEDERATION of NEW HAMPSHIRE
LUNCHEON SERIES

DECEMBER 15TH
11:30-1:30

Author, Dr. Bernice Lerner
The Triumph of Wounded Souls
Seven Holocaust Survivors_ Lives

Bernice Lerner_s intelligent and perceptive

book delves into the lives of
survivors, and explores their anguish as well
as their hope. Readers will
find in it elements that may bring them closer to
ineffable experiences.
- Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

$3 Members, $5 Non Members
RSVP to Kathy at 603-627-7679

——

On behalf of TBA Sisterhood, | would like
to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
joyous Chanukah celebration!

All the best,
llene Wilson




