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Sisterhood Knitting Circle
Informational Meeting
Sunday, March 5™
10am

We received a lot of positive feedback and will be
holding an informational meeting to discuss
the format and frequency for the group.

All skill levels are welcome for knitting crochet and
needlepoint crafts.

For more information, please contact
llene Wilson (978) 251-0584
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The Month of March usually coincides with the

Hebrew month .

of Adar. The President s
Talmud tells us

that when Adar | \]@ ssage
arrives,

happiness increases This is because Purim,
considered to be the most joyous and fun
holidays of the Jewish calendar, occurs in the
month of Adar. Purim is a family as well as
community holiday, one for merry making,
costume parties, drinking and noise. Who
among us hasnt dressed up at least once as
Esther or Vashati, Haman, Mordechai or King
Ahasuerus? How many times have we
listened to the Megillah while whirling our
groggers and participated in a Purim carnival?

But Purim also teaches some serious lessons
as well. Embedded in the story of Esther are
two mitzvoth: Mishloach manot (giving gifts of
food) and Matanot la evyonim (charity to the
poor). After the Jews of Persia were saved
from Haman s intention to murder them, they
were told that each person should send
portions of food to his friends to commemorate
the day. They were also told to give gifts of
charity in gratitude for their miraculous
salvation.

These traditions continue today, as evidenced
in our religious school s annual Mishol ah
Manot Purim basket tradition. Over the years
this has grown into a major fundraiser for the
school as well as a special way to remember
and thank friends for just being there! These
baskets help us remember that in our
happiness we as Jews must always reach out
to others.

But Purim also has other messages as well;
messages about enemies, strong bonds of
kinship and community and above all, about
responsibility for one another. The story of
Esther, who becomes the queen of the land
while concealing her Jewishness, but in the
end, becomes a champion for them and their
safety by having the king remove Haman and
overturn his decree of death.

The greater lesson from the Book of Esther
and of Purim is that we can never write off any
Jew. Even those on the periphery of the
community may retain a strong commitment to
the Jewish people and we never know what act
of kindness might spark that dedication. As
Sisterhood members we should always act to
bring the voice of Sisterhood to all members
far and wide. Remember, just one kind word
to someone might make the difference of a

paying member to become an active one.

E-Mail Update

We are trying to get the email list updated so
that Sisterhood can use it to contact members
with the Weekly Sisterhood News and
information.  You can either email me at
tbasisthood@hotmail.com with your name and
email address, or make sure it is on your dues
payment slip. | think this will be a great way
for us to stay in touch.

B Shalom,

O
April Bulletin Deadline

We are doing some incredible things in our
neighborhood and communities.

Let s be sure and get the word out!

Please submit your articles by
March 10th.

llene Wilson
528 Wellman Avenue
North Chelmsford, MA 01863
978-251-0584

email: ilenecm@comcast.net
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Oneg/Kiddush Sponsors

Sponsoring an Oneg or Kiddush is a great way
to honor or commemorate a loved one. The
cost to do this through Sisterhood is $54.00.
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Scrapbooking
has moved to Thursdays!

Scrapbooking workshops will be
held every other Thursday evening
beginning February 23",
6:30pm 9:30pm

Please contact llene Wilson to reserve
your spot. (978) 251-0584
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Sisterhood Knitting Circle
Informational Meeting
Sunday, March 5™
10am

N

~
~\ ——
L > ———
\ A
\"%',-. \
/ ~ A

Wee
»
NNy

We received a lot of positive feedback and
will be holding an informational meeting on
Sunday, March 5™ to discuss the format
and frequency for the group.

All skill levels are welcome for knitting
crochet and needlepoint crafts.

For more information, please contact
llene Wilson (978) 251-0584
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TBA Sisterhood Book Club
Informational Meeting

Sunday, March 19
10am

We have received tremendous feedback from
everyone. We would like to meet to discuss
format, frequency, and most importantly
choose book titles. Please RSVP to llene
Wilson (978) 251-0584.
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An Evening with Wine and Cheese
Shopping and Shmoozing"

bed(()m;]gs

March 7th
7pm

Come socialize with wine, cheese and
shopping at Beckonings, 221 Main Street,
Nashua. The store is located between
Sovereign bank and Patisserie Bleu.

A portion of your purchase will benefit
Hadassah.
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A Bit of Jewish Humor

Overheard on the street in New York: a
man with a long beard, black clothes,
black hat and payes on a cell phone
stating, "l am at your service 24/6."




Save the Date!

TBA Havdalah Service & Movie Night
April 15th
Temple Beth Abraham will be holding a
Havdalah service to mark the close of Shabbat
on April 15" For those of you who may not
have had the opportunity to be a part of this
service before, here is your chance.

The service will be followed by the showing of
"Watermarks," a film by Yaron Zilberman.
This is the story of the Jewish swimming
champions who defied Hitler. Listen to the
stories of women who swam on the team that
virtually dominated national competitions in the
1930s, as they reunite for the first time

in 65 years.
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The ABC'’s of Purim
by Rabbi Shraga Simmons
from www.aish.com

Summing up the Purim holiday in 10 words
or less: They tried to kill us, we won, let’'s
eat.

Purim is Judaism’s most dramatic, fun-filled
holiday. When else can you dress up like a
bunny rabbit and eat doughy triangles filled
with prunes and poppy seeds?

Purim occurs on the 14th of Adar. (In certain
walled cities like Jerusalem, "Shushan Purim"
is celebrated on the 15th of Adar.)

The main event is reading the Book of Esther.
Set in Persia 2,300 years ago, the "Megillah"
(as it is commonly called) recounts how a
seemingly unrelated series of events spun
together to save the Jewish people from
annihilation. The quickie version is as follows:

When King Achashverosh throws a huge six-
month party and the queen refuses to follow
orders, she is replaced by a new queen -
Esther the Jewess. Esther’'s uncle Mordechai,
the leader of the Jews, uncovers a plot to
assassinate the king -- putting him also in a

favorable position with the king. All this comes
in handy when Haman, the king’s top advisor,
obtains a decree to have all the Jews
destroyed.

In the end, through a complex twist of events,
Esther gets the decree reversed, Haman is
hanged on the gallows, and Mordechai
becomes prime minister.

The name Megillat Esther (Scroll of Esther)
actually mean "revealing the hidden." Unlike
every other book in the Bible, Megillat Esther
never mentions God’s name even once. The
hidden hand of God is revealed through the
maze of events. There are no coincidences.

Megillat Esther teaches us that life challenges
work out for the best, because what appears
as obstacles are really opportunities to develop
ourselves for the better. And it all comes from
God's invisible hand that guides our fate, every
step of the way.

CELEBRATING PURIM TODAY

There are four mitzvot specific to the holiday of
Purim:

« Reading the Megillah (Scroll of Esther)
« Festivity and rejoicing (the Purim meal)

« Sending food to friends (Mishloach
Manot)

« Giving gifts to the poor (Matanot
La’evyonim)

The Book of Esther is read on Purim night, and
again the next day. Every word must be clearly
heard. We read it in the synagogue, because
the larger the crowd, the greater publicity is
given to the miracle of our being saved.

On Purim morning, we bustle around town
visiting friends and delivering tasty treats --
Mishloach Manot. Purim is the day we reach
out to embrace our fellow Jews -- irrespective
of any religious or social differences. After all,
Haman did not discriminate amongst us...
that’s why it is particularly good to give gifts to
those who you may have had an argument







