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Do Jews celebrate Thanksgiving? 
Sure, but not really.  
Of course there is 
Sukkot in the fall, a 
festival of 
Thanksgiving for 
the crops that 
promise plentiful food for the winter to come.  
And seven weeks after Passover, there is 
another festival of Thanksgiving, Shavu�ot, for 
Israel�s land is not limited to one harvest a 
year!  
 
The early grains ripen in the spring and they, 
naturally, are essential for life. Yet the great 
festival of Shavu�ot is a celebration and a 
thanksgiving not just for another harvest of 
food, not even for the fruits and grains.  It is a 
Thanksgiving for G-D�s great gift of Torah, of 
the nourishment we need for mind, heart and 
spirit; for �Not by bread alone does man live, 
but by every word that comes out of the mouth 
of the Lord� 
 
But even these great festivals of Thanksgiving 
twice a year are not enough.  A Jew is indeed, 
according to the Talmud, to give thanks to G-D 
a hundred times each and every day. 
Open up a prayer book and you will find a 
section of �Blessings for Various Occasions�  
How many prayers are there?  Many, for 
different daily or unusual and/or special 
occasions: on wine and bread; on a beautiful 
tree newly green in the spring; on fragrant 
spices, on awakening in the morning; on 
hearing good news or even, evil tidings! 
 
A b�rakhah, or benedictions, is an expression 
of gratitude, of Thanksgiving.  �Barukh Atah�, 
we say, �Praised are you, O Lord� who has 
given us such a wonderful work do enjoy. 
 
Thus, every day is Thanksgiving for a Jew! 
The Sisterhood at Temple Beth Abraham has 
much to be thankful for as well.  We have a 
thriving membership with more and more 
members becoming involved in our programs.  
We have new members stepping up to take 
leadership of programs that are being 
embraced by more members as well! 

 
We are fortunate to be able to share with the  
Temple community and the Greater Nashua 
community as well.  For those of you who don�t 
know, Sisterhood was proud to be able to 
make 3 donations to community organizations 
last month:  Bridges, (formerly Rape & 
Assault), The Greater Nashua Interfaith 
Hospitality Network and Nashua Youth 
Council.   
 
So as you go about your Thanksgiving 
preparations, take a moment to think about all 
the things You are thankful for, and most 
importantly, be thankful for having the freedom 
to worship and share the joys of Jewish living! 
 
On behalf of the Sisterhood Board of Directors, 
my family and myself, I wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 
E-Mail Update 

We are trying to get the email list updated so 
that Sisterhood can use it to contact members 
with the Weekly Sisterhood News and 
information.  You can either email me at 
tbasisthood@hotmail.com with your name and 
email address, or make sure it is on your dues 
payment slip.  I think this will be a great way 
for us to stay in touch. 
B�Shalom,   

��
��
��
 

 
December Bulletin Deadline 

We are doing some incredible things in our 
neighborhood and communities at large.  

Let�s be sure and get the word out! 
Please submit your articles by  

November 13th.   
 

Ilene Wilson 
528 Wellman Avenue 

North Chelmsford, MA 01863 
978-251-0584 

email:�ilenecm@comcast.net  

President�s 
Message 
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Flower Fund  
 
Chai Certificate 
To Marcia and Ron Weiss in memory of their 
brother-in-law, David Dibner   
From Dotty Silber 
 
Bima flowers 
Sukkot In memory of her beloved sister, Sylvia 
Porter Marshall   
by Arlene Levenson 
 
Cards 
To Arlene Levenson in memory of Sylvia 
Marshall   
From Sarah and David Holt 
 

 
Have you ever wondered where challah 

got its name?  
 
Today "challah" has come to refer to the 
braided egg-bread eaten on Shabbat and 
holidays.  But it was not always this way.  
Originally "challah" referred to the small piece 
of dough that was set aside for the Kohen 
when making bread. Today Jewish women 
bless, separate and burn a small piece of 
dough when making bread in remembrance of 
the portion given to God through the Temple 
priests. This ritual reminds us that sustenance 
ultimately comes from God and transforms 
baking bread into a spiritual act. 
 
On Sunday, October 16th, sixteen women -
athered in the TBA kitchen to kick-off our 
Sisterhood Cooking Series.  The cooking 
demonstration was hands-on. There were no 
bread machines involved.  Women had the 
opportunity to practice mixing and kneading.  
The dough was set then set aside to rise on 
the warm stove.   
 
A 2nd batch (which had already risen) was 
pulled out for the next step. Before shaping the 
dough, a dough offering was taken and the 
bracha was recited.   
 
Next came braiding.  There are several 
different types of braiding methods for challah.  

They are a bit tricky to pick up a first.  But 
before long, everyone got the hang of it.  
Debbie Grass taught the group how to make a 
4-braid challah while I taught the 6-braided 
method. Those who stayed around until the 1st 
batch of dough had risen had an opportunity to 
learn the techniques for round challahs and 
tastey rolls.  And one particularly enthusiastic 
student even made a 6-braided round challah! 
 
The class was designed so that each 
participant could make and take home their 
own challah.  At home, the challah was set 
aside to rise for another 2 hours before being 
baked in the oven. 
 
While I had taught women one at a time 
before, this was my first opportunity to teach 
challah baking to a large audience.  It was 
great fun to work with such an eager and 
enthusiastic group of women.  For those of you 
who attended, I hope that you enjoyed the 
event as much as I did.  I look forward to the 
opportunity to see you all throughout our 
cooking series. 
 
All the best,  
Ilene Wilson 
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Photos taken by Debbie Grass 
 

 
Save the Date!! 

 
TBA Sisterhood Cooking Series  

 
presents  

 
Israeli Cooking 

 
Sunday, December 18th 

10am - 12:30pm 
 

Ruth and Michael Harris will be preparing 
homemade hummus, tabouli and other Israeli 
delicacies.  The class will include a hands-on 

cooking demonstration. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

 

Drop off the children at Sunday school and 
come join us! 

Please RSVP by December 11th  to Ilene 
Wilson (978-251-0584). 

 
 

TBA Scrapbooking workshop 
 

Thursday, November 10th 
6:30pm � 9:30pm 

 
Temple Beth Abraham  

 
 Now is a great time to start preparing 
Chanukah gifts albums for friends and family.  

These are an especially nice way for relatives 
across the miles to stay abreast of the daily 
events in your life.   
 
This workshop will feature the How-To’s for 
Cutting and Cropping Tools.  This class is 
open to all skill levels - from beginner to 
advanced.  The event will begin at 6:30pm at 
the Temple.  Bring your current projects or 
create new ones in these workshops/classes.   
There is a $5 class fee. 
 
Creative Memories Director, Dianne Eib, will 
be on-site to assist to lead the program. 
Please RSVP to Ilene Wilson by November 
6th. 

 
Full Workshop schedule 

September 8 
November 10 

February 9 
May 11 

 
 

College Outreach 
 

Nineteen of your college students received 
High Holiday College Outreach packages sent 
by Sisterhood in the days just before Rosh 
Hashanah.    
 
 The packages included: 
 
A Shanah Tova greeting from Sisterhood and 
you (their parents)  
A letter from Rabbi Finkel  
A news article about the high holidays  
A easy-to-make Rosh Hashanah recipe with 
ingredients that are easy to come by and with 
preparation that could be handled in a typical 
dorm  
A Jewish calendar  
Honey and Apple-Honey sticks and candy  
  
 
If you were among the nineteen parents who 
provided your student�s address, I would be 
interested in any feedback they had on their 
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package.  (After all, there�s always room for 
improvement).   
 
 If you were not among the nineteen parents 
who provided your student�s address, you still 
can be!  The year is young and additional 
packaged will be sent to coincide with Jewish 
holidays later in the year.  Don�t let your 
student miss out!   Send their address to: 
 

TBA Sisterhood College Outreach 
4 Raymond Street 

Nashua, NH 03064. 
 
P.S.  Any members wishing to make a 
donation to the College Outreach Fund to help 
us keep a Nashua Jewish community 
connection to our students, may do so by 
sending their donations to the TBA office, 
payable to TBA Sisterhood with a note that you 
wish to donate to College Outreach.  Thank 
you for your support! 
 
Shari Zedeck 
College Outreach Chairperson 

 

 
�Remembering Kristallnacht" Program 

and Ceremony  
 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005  
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM  

 
The United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum (USHMM), together with the New 
England Holocaust Memorial (NEHM), will hold 
a special commemoration of the anniversary of 
Kristallnacht on November 9, 2005 at Faneuil 
Hall, in Boston, Massachusetts. The program 

will take place from 6:00 - 7:00pm, and include 
remarks and a ceremony at Faneuil Hall, 

followed by a brief candle lighting at the nearby 
New England Holocaust Memorial. 

Cosponsored with the New England Holocaust 
Memorial. Free and open to the public - 

reservations are not required. 
 
 
 
 

The United Synagogue International 
Biennial Convention 

Park Plaza Hotel in Boston 
Sunday, December 4, through 

Thursday, December 8. 
 
The USCJ  Convention promises to offer a 
great deal of  information, as well as being a 
tremendous opportunity to network with other 
members of Conservative synagogues across 
North America.    There will be institutes, 
workshops, and programs that will meet the 
needs of the congregants and staff of every 
Conservative congregation.   
 
Event highlights include:  
-> Sunday Rabbi Harold Kushner, author of 
When Bad Things Happen to Good People, is 
the keynote speaker on opening night 
 -> Monday Panel discussion, �Where is the 
Conservative Movement Going in the Next 
Decade� led by Rabbi Neil Gillman 
-> Tuesday Major plenary session on the topic 
of Keruv � outreach to the inter-married 
->Tuesday Presentation and exhibit of the 
Solomon Schechter Award winning programs 
of Synagogue Excellence 
-> Wednesday Installation celebration � the 
installation of the new international president 
and officers, as well as a concert featuring 
Safam, Zamir Chorale of Boston and members 
of the Cantors Assembly 
-> Wednesday An open meeting of The 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of 
The Conservative Movement 
-> Wednesday Major plenary session on Israel 
& the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center 
  
For more information or to register online, 
please log onto the USCJ website at 
www.uscj.org  and click on the International 
Biennial logo on top at the right, or contact 
Ronni Karlsberg at 882-1866 or 
gam527@comcast.net, a member of the local 
arrangements committee for the 
convention.
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Please complete this form: 

 
Name________________________________
___________________________________ 
 
Street________________________________
___________________________________ 
 
City________________________State____ 
Zip Code________Tel.#________________ 
 
Email_________________________________
___ Birthday (month/day only)________ 
 
$25.00 Annual Dues 2005 � 2006  

Additional Donations to TBA Sisterhood Fund 
 

$____ College Outreach   
$____ Oneg/Kiddush Sponsorship 
 
$____  Flower Fund    
$____ Torah Fund 
 
$____ Golden Book    
$____ Simcha Club 
 
$____ Mitzvah Fund    
 
Child�s name/birthday____________________ 
 
$____ TOTAL  
 

Are you a new member?  __Yes    __No 
 

Please mail this form with your check made 
payable to:   
Temple Beth Abraham Sisterhood 
C/o Kathy Eisenberg 
90 Turkey Hill Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

 
Payment may also be brought to the Paid-Up 
Dinner on September 26th   
If you have any questions, please call Kathy 
Eisenberg, Financial Secretary, 424-4466. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Manchester Chapter of Hadassah 
 
Concord, Manchester and Nashua Chapters 
will join together December 11, to visit the 
exhibit, �From Haven to Home.� This exhibit, 
sponsored by the Library of Congress, 
celebrates 350 years of Jewish life in America. 
It is at the Moakley Courthouse in Boston. 
 
Bus pick up will be at 9:15 am at the Jewish 
Federation of New Hampshire, 698 Beech St., 
Manchester. The bus will then proceed to 
Temple Beth Abraham  in Nashua for pick up 
at 9:45 am. Our tour at the Courthouse begins 
promptly at 11 am, and should take about one 
hour. 
 
Plan to spend an additional 2 hours shopping 
and dining at nearby Faneuil Hall.  The bus will 
leave for our return trip to Nashua and 
Manchester at 2:30 pm. 
 
Cost for the bus trip: $18 per person. 
Check payable to Hadassah 
Admission to the exhibit is free. 
Seating is limited, so rsvp  promptly! 
 
Send your name and check to : 
Linda Baer 
9 Columbine Dr. 
Nashua, NH 03063 

 
FALL RUMMAGE SALE 

 
Join us for a fun hour or two�  

 
Drop-off/Set-up:Tuesday, November 1,(9-4pm) 
Sale Day:Wednesday, November 2, (9-3pm) 

 
Volunteers needed on Tuesday, 9-4 and 

Wednesday, 9-5 
 

Hebrew School Parents :  
Please consider picking up a bag or two 

Wednesday after school 
This bag can be dropped off at a local agency 

at your convenience. 
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It’s time to gather all the no longer needed 
family fall and winter clothing and 

accessories (clean and in good, repair please), 
household items, small appliances art, jewelry, 

books, toys, baby items, etc. 
 

NO SHOES OR TEXTBOOKS, PLEASE. 
 

Do you have an hour or two to participate?  
You would help set-up on Tuesday  

(and often find a "treasure" for yourself or 
someone you love).   

Or on Wednesday, you could help sell or pack-
up items.   

It’s a great way to have fun, make new friends, 
and help Sisterhood. 

Please call Ricki Klopfer   
(603) 465-7654�

 

 
 

Tips from the  
       Anonymous Shopper 

 
 
 
 

Some exciting news from the kosher front�  
 
Amherst, Market Basket now carries a nice 
assortment of packaged baked goods, all 
hekschered. This is great for the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah families and the Sisterhood shoppers.  
I would thank the store manager for bringing in 
the goodies and if enough of us do it, maybe 
they will also start bringing in some kosher 
meats well. 
 
There are also some great cookies in the 
stores that were finally hekschered  
awhile back. They are called Pizzelle Cookies 
made by Reko. They are pareve  
and absolutely delicious. Pizzelle are very thin, 
crispy, Italian style, lacy cookies that come in a 
variety of flavors  These cookies have been 
around for some time and I was so excited to 
finally see that they had not 1, but 2 
hekschers. You can find them everywhere but  
at the Christmas Tree Shop they are 2/$5.00. 

By now everyone who keeps kosher knows 
about the Stop and Shop in Bedford.  
Keeping kosher in New Hampshire just got 
easier thanks to Rabbi Levi Krinsky, from the  
Manchester Chabad. He has been working for 
over 3 years with Stop and Shop and we finally 
can get meat, cheeses, deli and now baked 
goods, that rival anything we find in Boston. 
There is also a fantastic selection of Cholov 
Israel cheeses located on the far side of the 
store, near the orange juices and organic, 
natural foods. 
 
I can’t stress enough that "if we don’t use it 
we’ll lose it". We must support the fact that we 
have kosher foods available in our community 
by ’going that extra mile’ to shop in Bedford. 
Not only shop there but tell the manager that 
we appreciate the store working with the 
Jewish community. The other Stop and Shop 
in Hudson does not even carry the regular, 
prepackaged Hebrew National stuff.  So even 
if you don’t keep kosher, every once in a while, 
buy something specifically kosher just to help 
circulate the stock and to support those of us 
who are so happy not to have to drive long 
distances to buy kosher products. You might 
also drop a note to Rabbi Krinsky to thank him 
for the time and effort he has put in for the 
benefit of the Jewish people of Southern New 
Hampshire. 
 
-The Anonymous Shopper 

 
             

The Boston Jewish Film Festival 
November 1-17, 2005 

 
The festival will be presenting films from 
throughout the world, including North American 
premieres, U.S. premieres and many 
Massachusetts premieres.  Artists from around 
the world will visit to introduce their films, 
answer audience questions, and participate in 
panel discussions.  
 
The Festival showcases the best 
contemporary films from around the world on 
Jewish themes.  We screen films and videos 




